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not come down, but manufacturers say they
have made improvements. “We are now using
adifferent foam,” Ziminskiexplains. “We used
to use EPS foam, but now we are using a mold-
ed foam and areadding airand drainage chan-
nels that help performance.” A different
adhesion process also results in a better con-
nection between the foam and siding.

These days the trend toward green build-
ing has resulted in renewed interest in in-
sulated siding. “Government agencies
acknowledge the ability of rigid or board
insulation to improve the energy efficiency
of homes,” the VSI writes in “Insulated Sid-
ing as Home Insulation,” a guide to help

educate builders, remodelers, and raters in-
terested in the product. “Research shows
that construction techniques and/or mate-
rial applications of rigid or board insulation,
including insulated siding, reduce the ‘ther-
mal bridging’ effect, or energy transfer
through framing members and/or other
conductive building materials.”

The industry is also being buoyed by code
changes and green building programs that
are forcing builders to improve the energy
efficiency of their homes. “The EPA includes
insulated siding under Energy Star Qualified
Homes Version 3 as an option in its checklist
of building products or methodologies for a

new home to earn the Energy Star label,” says
Jery Y. Huntley, president and CEO of VSI.
“The use of insulated siding can help achieve
up to three points under the current LEED for
Homes program, which doesn’t recognize a
lot of cladding products.”

To determine the siding’s effect on a
home’s energy performance, the industry
has undertaken a study with Schenectady,
N.Y.-based Newport Ventures. Preliminary
results show improvements in air sealing us-
ing blower door tests and reductions in ther-
mal bridging using imagery, VSI says, but
the final results will not be released until
later this year. — NIGEL F. MAYNARD

Choose Sides

The manufacturer's Prodigy
insulated vinyl siding features
high-density EPS foam insulation
measuring 1.5 inches thick for
improved thermal performance.
As aresult of the lamination,

the product offers R-values

up to 3.5, which increases the
thermal performance and sound
deadening properties of the
home. It comes in three profiles
and 21 colors. Alside. 800-
922-6009. www.alside.com.
Circleno. 11.

Board Stiff

The manufacturer has added
insulated board-and-batten
siding to its CedarBoards
traditional shiplap product line.
With a rustic cedar look, the
panel has an alternating wide
10-inch board and 2-inch batten,
and a ¥ inch of expanded
polystyrene insulation laminated
to the back. The product comes
in 10-foot lengths and 12
colors. CertainTeed. 800-233-
8990. www.certainteed.com.
Circleno. 12.
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Backed with polystyrene foam
insulation, Structure insulated
vinyl siding is an impact-
resistant product that improves
the energy efficiency of a house
as well as the flatness of the
exterior wall. The manufacturer
offers the panelsin 12 feet, 6
inches and in longer lengths
measuring 16 feet, 8 inches. It
comes in 16 colors and three
profiles. Exteriors by Ply Gem.
800-962-6973. www.mastic.
com. Circle no. 13.

Back to Batten

The manufacturer says its
insulation-backed board-and-
batten line is a close approxi-
mation of the real thing. It will
add architectural character toa
home and will also increase its
energy efficiency and whole-wall
R-value. The impact-resistant
product resists winds measuring
up to 150 miles per hour and
reduces noise up to 45 percent.
Exterior Portfolio by Crane.
800-366-8472. www.exterior
portfolio.com. Circle no. 14.
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